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Square Type Rasulid Dinars Struck in Aden for the Rasulid Ruler,
Sultan El Mu’ayyad Da’ud (696-721 AH/1297-1321 CE)

The present study sheds light on a rare type of Rasulid dinars, namely the coins of Sultan El Mu’ayyad
Da'ud, which were the first to represent the type and to imitate the Hafsid and Merinid dinars that are
distinguished by their square-in-circle design. The present study tackles various issues in an attempt to
explain this phenomenon. The first issue concerns the reasons that led to the appearance of this type of
square-in-circle Rasulid dinars for the first time in the Sultanate of Sultan El Mu’ayyad Da'ud. The second
issue concerns clarifying the reasons why the examples of this type of coins were restricted only to Aden’s
mint. The third issue focuses on why this type of dinars reached Yemen. In order for the study to reach
conclusions, the researcher adopts an analytical approach that relies on induction and on analyzing what
historians and modern authors wrote, as well as on examining examples of the coins that resembled the
type of Sultan El Mu’ayyad Da'ud’s coins in the world coinage catalogs and coinage auctions. The present
study, which relies on analyzing and discussing the issues mentioned, reached certain conclusions, the
most important of which is that the square-in-circle design type of coins imitated the types of Marinid
and Hafsid dinars which represented the square type. The study also postulates that this type of Sultan
El Mu'ayyad Da'ud’s square-in-circle dinars are referred to as Royal Dinars in historical sources, and they
were not issued until 720 AH/1320 CE, in El Mu'ayyad Da'ud’s Sultanate. They were also issued in
Aden’s mint, which is proved as the striking of this type of square-in-circle coinage continued in Aden’s
mint in the Sultanate of Al-Mujahid Sayf al-Islam Ali, son of Sultan El Muayyad Da'ud.
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Stookey, Yemen: The politics of the Yemen Arab Republic,
108; Niitzel, Munzen der Rasulden nebst einem Abriss, 10;
Al-Shamroukh, 7he Commerce and Trade of the Rasulids in
the Yemen, 71.
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Stookey, Yemen: The Politics of the Yemen Arab Republic,
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11; Al-Shamroukh, 7he Commerce and Trade of the Rasulids
in the Yemen, 71.
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Stookey, Yemen: The politics of the Yemen Arab Republic,
107.
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H. Nitzel, Munzen der Rasulden nebst einem Abriss der
Geschichte dieser Jemenischen Dynastie ZFN 1892, Coins
of the Rasulids, translated by Alfred Kinzelbach (Mainz,
1987), 29; N.A. Al-Shamroukh, 7he Commerce and Trade
of the Rasulids in the Yemen, 630-858/1231—1454 (State of
Kuwait, 1996), 55, 57.
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R.W. Stookey, Yemen: The politics of the Yemen Arab Republic
(Westview special studies on the Middle East), Westview Press
Boulder (Colorado, 1980), 106-108; Niitzel; Munzen der
Rasulden  nebst  einem  Abriss, 9-10; Al-Shamroukh, The
Commerce and Trade of the Rasulids in the Yemen, 59-60, 63-70.
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S.L. Poole, Catalogue of the Oriental Coins in the British
Museum, the Coins of the Moors of Africa and Spain and the
Kings and Imams of the Yemen in the British Museum, vol. V
(London, 1880), 123, No. 359, pl. VIL

Baldwin’s the name for numismatics, Classical Rarities
of Islamic Coinage, Wednesday, 25 April 2012 (London
WC2N 6B]J, 2012), No. 123.

H. Niitzel, Miinzen der Rasuliden nebst einem Abriss
der Geschichte dieser jemenischen Dpynastie.  Zeitschrift
fur Numismatik (Berlin 18, 1892), 121-122, No. 21,
Numisma Tics of the Islamic World, Coins and Coinage of
Yemen and Oman (Frankfurt, 2004).

Baldwin’s the name for numismatics, Islamic Coin Auction 24,
Tuesday, 9 May 2013, CIPFA The Council Chamber, 3 Robert
Street, Adelphi (London WC2N 6BH, 2013), No. 4907.

Baldwin’s, Classical Rarities of Islamic Coinage, Wednesday,
25 April 2012, No.123.

Baldwin’s, Classical Rarities of Islamic Coinage, No. 123;
Niitzel, Munzen der Rasulden nebst einem Abriss , 46, No.
21.
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15, Tuesday, 17 March 2009, CIPFA The Council Chamber,
3 Robert Street, Adelphi, London, WC2N 6BH (London,
2009), Nos. 325-328; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics,
Islamic Coin Auction 18, Tuesday, 26 July, 2011, CIPFA The
Council Chamber, 3 Robert Street, Adelphi, London, WC2N
6BH (London, 2011), Nos. 489—490; Baldwin’s the name for
numismatics, Islamic Coin Auction 21, Tuesday, 17 July 2012,
CIPFA The Council Chamber, 3 Robert Street, Adelphi,
London, WC2N 6BH (London, 2012), Nos. 338-342;
Baldwin’s, Islamic Coin Auction 22, Tuesday, 25 September,
2012, Nos. 3348-3350; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics,
The Horus Collection, Thursday, 9 May 2013, Nos. 4542~
4545; Baldwins the name for numismatics, The Horus
Collection, Tuesday, 10 December 2013, Nos. 410-416.

Hazard, The Numismatic History of Late Medieval North
Africa, 69-73, Nos. 542-643, pls. IV, V; Baldwin's, Islamic
Coin Auction 22, Tuesday, 25 September 2012, Nos. 3348—
3350; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics, The Horus
Collection, Auction 24, Thursday, 9 May 2013, Nos.4542—
4545; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics, The Horus
Collection, Auction 25, Tuesday, 10 December 2013, Nos.
410-416.
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L. Poole, Catalogue of the Oriental Coins in the British Museum,
additions to the oriental collection 1876—1888, part 11, additions
to vols. V=VIII, vol. X (London, 1890), 56, No. 358f; Niitzel,
Munzen der Rasulden nebst einem Abriss, 46.
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H.W. Hazard, 7he Numismatic History of Late Medieval
North Africa, Numismatic Studies, No. 8, The American
Numismatic Society (New York, 1952), 64, No. 447, pl. II.
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Hazard, 7he Numismatic History of Late Medieval North Africa,
p- 80, No. 678, PL. IV; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics,
Islamic Coin Auction 22, Tuesday, 25 September, 2012, CIPFA
The Council Chamber, 3 Robert Street, Adelphi (London
WC2N 6BH, 2012), No. 3351; Baldwin’s the name for
numismatics, 7he Horus Collection, Thursday, 9 May 2013,
CIPFA, The Council Chamber, 3 Robert Street, Adelphi,
London, WC2N 6BH (London, 2013), No. 4546; Baldwin’s
the name for numismatics, 7he Horus Collection, Tuesday,
10 December 2013, CIPFA, The Council Chamber, 3 Robert
Street, Adelphi, London, WC2N 6BH (London, 2013),
No. 418.

Hazard, The Numismatic History of Late Medieval North
Africa, 69, No. 546, pl. 1I1.

Hazard, The Numismatic History of Late Medieval North
Afvica, 80-84.

Hazard, 7he of Late Medieval
North Africa, 69-72, Nos. 546-644, pl. III; Baldwin’s
the name for numismatics, Ilamic Coin Auction 14,
Tuesday, 8 July 2008, The De Vere Cavendish Hotel,
18 Jermyn Street, St James’s (London, SW1Y 6]JE 2008), No.

184; Baldwin’s the name for numismatics, Islamic Coin Auction
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A.H. Baldwin & Son Ltd., Ilamic Coin Auction 20,
Tuesday, 8 May 2012, Conducted by Ltd and Arabian
Coins and Medals Company (LLC), in the Council
Chamber, CIPFA, 3 Robert St (London, WC2N 6BH,
2012), No. 521.

Poole, Catalogue of the Oriental Coins in the British Museum,
vol. V, 124, No. 630, pl. VII; Poole, Catalogue of the Oriental
Coins in the British Museum, vol. X, 57, No. 360-361.
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